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The Other 25% 
The existing transportation system for the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area (GTHA) is not 
meeting the current and future needs of this growing region – economically, socially or 
environmentally. It is fragmented, inefficient, inequitable and underfunded. Gridlock costs 
our economy $6 billion a year; the transportation sector is one of the main contributors to 
climate change and air pollution, and we have one of North America’s longest commute 
times.. 

The Big Move is Metrolinx’s 25-year regional transportation plan, an overarching and 
ambitious plan to dramatically improve transportation in the GHTA. It comes with a $2 
billion a year price tag. With a vision to build sustainable, thriving communities and support 
a prosperous economy, the plan aims to bring residents closer to transit (from 42% to 81% 
of residents will live within 2km of rapid transit) and to reduce the average amount of time 
drivers are commuting to work (from 109 min to 77 min). 

The Big Move also recognizes the importance of investing in local communities. Metrolinx 
has proposed that local projects be funded through 25% of the proposed annual $2 billion 
of dedicated transportation revenues.1 A general framework for allocating this funding to 
municipalities has been proposed based on 15% for local transit, 5% for regional highway 
improvements, and 5% allocation for active transportation, fare integration and other 
smaller projects.2 
 
Regional municipalities see this investment as necessary to support a level of municipal 
investment that will keep pace with the implementation of the regional transportation plan. 
City of Toronto staff recommended that City Council express its support for the proposed 
revenue tools provided that 25% of the revenue was provided to municipalities for local 
priorities, including active transportation.3 Toronto City Council indicated that its support 
for the revenue tools is contingent upon 25% being allocated to municipal councils for 
municipal transportation expansion priorities and that municipalities be free to determine 
these local priorities.4 

 

The Status of Active Transportation in the GTHA5 
The level of active transportation occurring in GTHA municipalities is lower than in many other Canadian cities. In 2012, Moneysense.ca ranked 
190 cities to determine Canada’s Best Places to Live. Nine of the 10 cities showing the lowest rates for cycling and walking are in the GTHA. 
Municipalities and regions in the GTHA are at varying stages in the planning and implementation phases of their active transportation 
networks. They differ considerably from one another (and even within their own boundaries) with respect to the amount of growth and 
development that is occurring and expected, land use patterns, population density, access to public transit, the connectivity of existing road 
networks, the amount of traffic, and the type, quality, and availability of active transportation routes. 

                                                                    
1 Metrolinx. The Next Wave. http://www.bigmove.ca/what-were-building/the-next-wave 
2 Ibid. 
3 City of Toronto. Staff Report: Metrolinx Transportation Growth Funding- Dedicated Revenues. April 9, 2013. 
http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2013/ex/bgrd/backgroundfile-57594.pdf 
4 City of Toronto. City Council Decision on Staff Report: Metrolinx Transportation Growth Funding - Dedicated Revenues. May 7, 2013. 
http://app.toronto.ca/tmmis/viewAgendaItemHistory.do?item=2013.EX31.3 
5 This section contains data from interviews with GTHA municipal/regional staff regarding active transportation projects in the GTHA and how these relate to The Big Move. 
Participants: Region of Durham, Region of York, Region of Peel, Region of Halton, City of Mississauga, City of Toronto, City of Brampton, Township of Brock, Township of 
Scugog, Town of Newmarket, Town of Milton. (April/May 2013) 
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Percentage of Trips to Work by Walking and Cycing in Selected Canadian Towns and Cities 

 

Regional municipalities are interested in having more provincial and regional leadership on 
active transportation. They recognize the need for a thorough cost-benefit analysis for 
regional active transportation to guide investment decisions. The Big Move presents an 
opportunity to coordinate active transportation planning region-wide, to set goals for 
municipal networks, or to develop a regional cycling network plan to support The Big Move.  
 

Active Transportation Will Support the Big Move 
Building safe, connected active transportation routes to serve the regional transit system 
will increase travel options available in the GTHA and provide more incentive for residents 
to shift from personal motor vehicles to other travel modes. In addition, active 
transportation investment is cost effective, economically advantageous, improves local 
traffic congestion, and has the potential to create significant health benefits and associated 
cost savings.6 7 The ability of a regional transportation system to transform local 
communities into liveable, healthy and prosperous places hinges upon the “first and last 
mile” of transit trips. Dedicated annual investment in cycling and walking is required to build 
an efficient and effective regional transportation system that will provide GTHA residents 
with more transportation choices. 

 

  

                                                                    
6 Toronto Centre for Active Transportation. Backgrounder: Why Should We Invest in Active Transportation? 2013. http://tcat.ca/WhyInvestBackgrounder 
7 Toronto Centre for Active Transportation. Backgrounder: The Economic Impacts of Active Transportation. 2012. http://tcat.ca/EconomicImpactsBackgrounder 

Active Transportation Mode share in selected Canadian towns and cities based on 
2006 Census Data. 

Active Transportation and the Big Move: 
Project Highlights  
Region of Durham 
Durham-Scarborough Bus Rapid Transit: 
Buffered cycling lanes are being constructed as 
part of this project. Design is near completion 
and construction on the first phase has begun.  
City of Mississauga 
Hurontario-Main Light Rail Transit (LRT): 
Cycling and walking infrastructure are an 
important part of this project. Detailed design 
is underway. The type of infrastructure for 
cycling varies along the corridor (multi-use 
trail or protected bike lanes) and includes 
routes (East-West connections) into stations 
and bike parking.   
City of Brampton 
Hurontario-Main LRT: on-street bicycle 
facilities are being designed as part of the 
Environmental Assessment and will run most 
of the length of this transit route.  
City of Toronto 
Streetscape enhancements, bike lanes, bike 
stations and short term bike parking are 
included in the current Eglinton Crosstown LRT 
project. 
Toronto-York Spadina Subway Extension: an 
indoor bicycle station for 100 bicycles will be 
part of the new Finch West Station. 
York Region 
vivaNext Bus Rapid Transit on Hwy #7: 
buffered bike lanes will be provided (on-
street) including left turn bike boxes and green 
surface treatments between Bayview Ave and 
Warden Rd. Hwy #7 west of Bayview Ave to 
Islington Ave will also include active 
transportation facilities, the design for these is 
still to be determined.  
Town of Milton 
A Pedestrian / bicycle bridge was constructed 
over the CP Railway tracks between Thompson 
Road and James Snow Parkway providing 
access to the Milton GO Station and the 
downtown area.  
Region of Halton 
Dundas Street Bus Rapid Transit: Cycling and 
walking facilities are being considered and 
planned for along the Dundas Street BRT. Enclosed bike shelter at GO station                        James Street North revitalization, Hamilton 
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