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Keeping Neighbourhoods Safe with “Traffic Calming”
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Traffic calming is a term used to describe a combination of mostly physical features that are intended to improve traffic
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1. PREAMBLE

Following the amalgamation of the former Municipalities of Toronto, North York, Etobicoke,
Scarborough, York and East York to form the new City of Toronto, it became necessary to
develop a new harmonized Traffic Calming Policy for new jurisdiction. Work on the policy drew
from the practices of some of the former municipalities as well as those of other major cities in
North America and the rest of the world. Consideration was also given to the requirements of
various legislative acts in place and that governed traffic calming projects at the time, like the
Environmental Assessment Act, 1990 and the City of Toronto Act, 2000. This work culminated
in various reports that were adopted by City Council in its meeting of April 16 to 18, 2002
(Clause 1 of Report 4 of the Works Committee). Since then, the City of Toronto Act, 2006

ded the Env 1 A Act, 1990 and all associated changes are reflected in
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3 WARRANT AND CRITERIA FOR TRAFFIC CALMING

3.1 Warrant Criteria
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2. BACKGROUND
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Warrant 1. Community Support
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Warrant 2: Safety Requirements




2.1 Sidewalks




2.3 Emergency Response

2.2 Road Grade




Warrant 3: Technical Requirements




3.1 Minimum Speed




3.2 Minimum and Maximum Traffic Volume




3.3 Minimum Block Length




3.4 Transit Service













30 km/h Speed Limit Policy

Warrant "A" — PETITION

Consideration of 30km/h speed imit on a street upon receipt of a petition signed by at least 25% of

affected households (or 10% in the case of multiple family rental dwellings).
Warrants "B ", "C" and "D" will not be considered until Warrant "A” is satisfied.

PEDESTRIAN AND TRAFFIC ENVIRONMENT

Warrant "D" — At least THREE of the following criteria must be met

1. Absence of continuous sidewalk on both sides of the road or
major portion of the road

Yes / No

OR

ROAD ENVIRONMENT

Warrant "B" — ALL of the following criteria must be met

2. 'Significant parking activity’ that results in cars being parked most
of the time on both sides of the road or parked on one side, and
the pavement width is less than 6.5 metres

Yes | No

OR

3. 2 or more curves in short distance from each other (< 200
metres) with a safe operating speed less than 30 km/h

Yes / No

OR

4. Lack of sufficient safe stopping distance (65 metres) based on the
operating speed of 40 km'h at two or more locations

Yes / No

1. Local or Collector road Yes [ No
AND

2. Pavement width less or equal to 8.5 metres Yes | No
AND

3 I?1;:;51-r%nl?rrf‘]_lpmdEfn'i""permntllta-m}gr?elater Yes / No
AND

4. Maximum traffic volume Local & Collector — less than 8,000 vehicles/day Yes [ No

SCHOOL AND CYCLING ENVIRONMENT
Warrant "C" — At least ONE of the following criteria must be met
1. Elementary or junior high school abuts the road - (The 30 km/h
maximum speed imit must extend at a mimimum 150 metres beyond
the boundary of school property and can be extended to include full
road section)

Yes / No

OR

2. Improved parkland abuts the road that is contiguous to and used to
gain access to an elementary or junior high school - (The 30 kmv/h
maximum speed limit must extend at a minimum 150 metres beyond
the boundary of the parkland and can be extended to include full road
section )

Yes / No

OR

3. Presence of cycling facilities identfied by means of a contra-flow
bicycle lane, mid-block sharrows or signed bicycle route

Yes / No

OVERALL WARRANT SUMMARY
Warrants "B" and "C" met OR "B" and "D" met
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