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A city where cycling and walking are safe and enjoyable is a great place to live! 

• A Stroll in The Park 
• Advocacy for Respect for 

Cyclists 
• Bicycle Trade Association of 

Canada 
• Bikechain 
• The Bike Joint 
• bikeToronto 
• Bike Train 
• BikingToronto 
• BIG (Bloor Improvement 

Group) 
• Centre for City Ecology – 

Jane’s Walk 
• The Clean Air Partnership 
• Community Bicycle Network 
• The Conservation Council of 

Ontario 
• Conservation Development 

Association 
• Cycle Ontario 
• DIG IN (Dupont Improvement 

Group) 
• East Toronto Climate Action 

Group 
• Feet on the Street 
• Friends of the Don East 
• Friends of Fort York 
• Go for Green  
• Grassroots Environmental 

Products  
• Green Communities Canada 
• GreenHere 
• Harbord Village Residents’ 

Association 
• Hoof & Cycle Active Transport 

Workers Guild 
• I Bike TO  
• The Institute for Clinical 

Evaluative Sciences (ICES) 
BUG 

• LEAF (Local Enhancement & 
Appreciation of Forests) 

• Mountain Equipment  Co-Op 
• National Round Table on the 

Environment and the Economy 
• Ontario College of Family 

Physicians 
• Ontario Smart Growth Network  
• Parkdale Community Legal 

Services BUG  
• Pollution Probe 
• PPS (Project for Public 

Spaces) 
• The Running Room  
• Sierra Club of Canada 

(Toronto Group) 
• smartliving St. Lawrence 
• South East Toronto BUG  
• South Riverdale Community 

Health Centre 
• St. Clair West BUG  
• Streets Are For People!/P.S. 

Kensington 
• Take the Tooker 
• Toronto Bicycling Network 
• Toronto Community 

Foundation  
• Toronto Cyclists Union 
• Toronto Environmental 

Alliance 
• Toronto Green Community 
• Toronto Public Space 

Committee 
• Toronto Urban Renewal 

Network (TURN) 
• Tour de Greenbelt 
• TransActive Solutions 
• Urbane Cyclist 

tcat 
 
September 8, 2009 
 
Dandyhorse Magazine 
E-mail: letters@dandyhorse.com 
 
Dear Dandyhorse, 
 
First let me congratulate you on your third and best issue yet! The magazine looks great 
and is chock full of fun and thought-provoking content. One article in particular caught my 
attention -- the conversation between Dave Meslin and Gil Penalosa about active 
transportation.  
 
This conversation started at TCAT's Bike Summit last spring when Meslin threw down the 
gauntlet suggesting that cycling and walking are such different forms of transportation that 
the "active transportation" category should be done away with.  I’ve been mulling over this 
provocative idea since then and would like to offer a few points of clarification.  
 

1. The idea behind the term active transportation is not to “lump together” cycling 
and walking in the same shared physical space. Nor is it an attempt to brush over 
the unique differences between the two. Rather, with only a fraction of 
transportation budgets committed to walking and cycling infrastructure, it’s a way 
to advance our common goal to get treated as serious forms of transportation.  

2. The most recent case of the Jarvis St. redesign is a case in point of why active 
transportation advocates should be working together from the outset. With both 
cycling AND pedestrian interests in mind, a bike lane AND widened sidewalks 
was clearly the preferred option. TCAT was the only voice calling for this solution 
since we are in the unique position of having both pedestrian and cycling 
expertise at the table. When we support each other’s interests we achieve a 
better solution.  

3. While I agree that it’s a huge problem that cyclists are being left out of most new 
road reconstructions, the embracing of the term “active transportation” is not the 
root cause. Active transportation does not preclude adopting “Complete Streets” - 
roadways that are designed and operated to enable safe, attractive, and 
comfortable access and travel for all users. In fact TCAT is working on a new 
initiative with the Toronto Cyclists Union to get a Complete Streets policy adopted 
in Toronto and beyond. I’d be surprised if terminology turns out to be our biggest 
hurdle in getting this implemented. We need to stay focused on what our joint 
goals are – for a better reallocation of public space.     

 
I have great appreciation to Meslin for pushing us to think seriously about these ideas. He 
just hasn’t convinced me that there’s a problem with the term “active transportation.”   
 
Nancy Smith Lea 
Program Director, 
Toronto Coalition for Active Transportation 


