
 

 
 
May 29, 2015 
 
Tracy Manolakakis 
Manager, Public Consultation Unit 
City of Toronto 
E-mail: tmanola@toronto.ca 
 
Re: Lawrence Park Neighbourhood Road & Stormwater Management Study 
 
Dear Ms. Manolakakis,  
 
We are writing to provide feedback on the recommended solutions for the Lawrence Park 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (EA) study. Specifically we would like to provide 
comment on what is being proposed in terms of pedestrian safety.  
 
Who We Are 

• The Toronto Centre for Active Transportation (TCAT) is a project of the registered 
charity Clean Air Partnership. TCAT’s mission is to advance knowledge and evidence 
to build support for safe and inclusive streets for walking and cycling.  

• Walk Toronto is a grassroots pedestrian advocacy group that works with Toronto citizens 
and with the City government to improve walking conditions and safety in Toronto. 

 
Preliminary Preferred Alternatives: Pedestrians    
Of the 18 proposed alternatives, 13 do not provide sidewalks. The remaining five alternatives 
recommend one sidewalk only.  
 
Our Feedback on the Preliminary Preferred Alternatives: Pedestrians 
 

1. Pedestrian Safety.  We are concerned that despite the fact that that one of the three stated 
goals of the EA is to improve pedestrian safety, a significant majority (72%) of the 18 
proposed alternatives do not provide any sidewalks at all, the most minimum and basic 
requirement to protect our most vulnerable road users. The decision to only provide a 
single sidewalk on the collector road is also extremely concerning, as it will push 
pedestrians to cross a busier street unnecessarily in potentially dangerous situations. 
Roadways without sidewalks are twice as likely to have pedestrian crashes as sites with 
sidewalks on both sides of the streets. (FHWA, 1987). Additionally, decisions to only add 
sidewalks on certain streets ignores other key connectivity issues as residents and visitors 
seek to travel to parks, schools and bus stops in a safe and efficient manner.  
 

2. Impact to Street Trees. There is an assumption throughout the proposed alternatives that 
sidewalks will cause the decimation of trees. It is a real concern that the choice as posed is 
either a) improved pedestrian safety or b) retaining trees. The safety of people on foot 
should be the City’s highest priority in road projects. Trees are also indisputably important  
 



 

 
for a myriad of reasons, including the role they play in creating an enhanced pedestrian 
environment. There are many other uses that are being proposed to be accommodated 
within the current street designs, all of which have an impact on the loss of street trees. 
Dedicated space for pedestrians is only one of these. In truth, the actual impact on trees of 
installing a sidewalk is minimal, as the recent experience of installing a sidewalk on Chine 
Drive in Scarborough demonstrated. No front yards will be affected or reduced, as the 
sidewalks will be installed within the existing shoulder and roadway. We are also aware 
that on similar projects such as Chine Drive, the actual number of trees which were 
removed as a result of road and sidewalk construction were significantly less than 
anticipated in the EA as a result of a strong detailed design process, and that three times as 
many trees were planted as were removed.  
 

3. Adhering to City Policy.  The city policy for residential roadways is to have a sidewalk on at 
least one side of local streets and on both sides of collector roads. (City of Toronto Road 
Classification System, adopted by City Council on February 29, March 1 and 2, 2000).   The 
majority of the proposed alternatives do not adhere to City policy. It would be shocking for 
the City to deliberately ignore its own safety policies. In addition, by specifically ignoring 
stated city policy, the city could be exposing itself to lawsuits should pedestrians be 
injured or killed on these streets because they were exposed to traffic due to the choice 
not to build sidewalks when the opportunity was available. 

 
We strongly urge that pedestrian safety be considered as one of the highest priorities in the 
Lawrence Park EA. All Toronto streets in every part of the City need sidewalks, preferably on both 
sides of the street.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important topic.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
    
Nancy Smith Lea, Director     
Toronto Centre for Active Transportation,   
Clean Air Partnership      
        
Dylan Reid, Co-Founder 
Walk Toronto 


