
  
 

 
 

 
October 29, 2010 
 
Provincial Policy Statement Review 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Provincial Planning Policy Branch 
777 Bay St., 14th Floor 
Toronto, ON M5G 2E5 
 
By email: PPSreview@ontario.ca 
 
Re: Provincial Policy Statement Review (2005), 5- year Review  
 
Dear Mr. MacIntyre, 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of the Toronto Coalition for Active Transportation (TCAT), which was formed in 
2006 to unite all of the organizations and groups in the Toronto area working for a better cycling and pedestrian 
environment in Toronto.  TCAT has worked closely with Clean Air Partnership (CAP) since its inception and 
became a project of CAP in 2008.  TCAT guides the active transportation programming at CAP and has 
expanded its activities to other communities in Ontario. 
 
TCAT would like to provide the following input to the five-year review of the Provincial Policy Statement 
(PPS), 2005. We believe that the PPS is lacking important direction on walking and cycling as essential parts of 
the transportation system. 
  
Over 149 jurisdictions in the United States, including 21 states, have adopted Complete Streets policies to 
ensure safe and appealing access and travel for all users, in particular, the most vulnerable – those on foot and 
on bike. To date, no Complete Streets policies have been adopted in Canada although there is considerable 
interest amongst Ontario municipalities in doing so, most notably Waterloo and Toronto. 
  
If the Government of Ontario truly wishes to ensure strong, livable and healthy communities, then it must treat 
walking and cycling as legitimate and essential modes of transportation for everyday purposes. There is a high 
degree of interest in active transportation amongst Canadians, yet only a small minority chooses to participate.  
This is due in part to the fact that so much of our urban form does not facilitate this healthy, sustainable and 
cost-effective means of transportation.  
  
Communities of all sizes across North America are recognizing the importance of walking and cycling for 
safety, health, environmental, economic and social reasons. Communities that are planned for people, and not 
cars, are strong, livable and healthy – and attract investment, tourism, and skilled labour.  
  
Currently, the PPS does not adequately recognize walking and cycling, because it only mentions them in Section 
1.5 on Public Spaces, Parks and Open Space and is weak as it uses the word, “should” in Policy 1.5.1. Please 
strengthen the PPS to require healthy transportation options: 
  

1)       We recommend amending Policy 1.5.1. to use the word, “shall”, and revised wording that 
follows:  
“1.5.1 Healthy, active communities shall be promoted by:  
a. planning public streets, spaces and facilities to be safe and attractive for pedestrians and cyclists, and 
to effectively facilitate and meet the needs of pedestrian and non-motorized movement, including but 
not limited to, walking and cycling;”  
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2)       We recommend making the revisions below and adding a new Policy (also below) that uses the 
word, “shall” under the Section 1.6.5 for Transportation Systems: 

  
New 1.6.5.X “Bicycle and pedestrian modes will be recognized as integral elements of the 
transportation system. Roads, streets, and their construction and reconstruction will be planned, 
designed, and constructed to encourage walking, cycling, and transit use (where available) while 
promoting safe operations for all users.”  

  
Revised 1.6.5.4 “A land use pattern, density and mix of uses shall be promoted that minimize the length 
and number of vehicle trips and support the development of viable choices and plans for public transit 
and other sustainable transportation modes, including walking, cycling, commuter rail and bus.”  

  
The PPS must make reference to walking and cycling in its Section 1.6.5 on Transportation Systems and “shall” 
or “will” should be used in the language, to ensure that Ontario’s current and future generations have strong, 
livable and healthy communities. 
  
Walking and cycling are not “nice-to-have” features - they are essential to address air quality, climate change, 
energy, traffic congestion, mobility, health (chronic diseases, obesity, diabetes, cardiovascular illnesses), low-
cost transportation options (lower wear-and-tear for road maintenance), fiscal sustainability, and overall quality 
of life. 
  
Walking and cycling shape how our communities look, feel and function – for families, for visitors and tourists. 
Active transportation enables people to move around in healthy, efficient ways and to enjoy Ontario’s 
neighbourhoods, main streets, and natural heritage.  It also fosters all three factors to Ontario’s success – long-
term prosperity, environmental health and social well-being.  
  
We look forward to seeing a strengthened PPS that is no longer behind the times in its treatment of walking and 
cycling compared with other North American, European, Asian or South American jurisdictions. 
  
Sincerely, 
 

 
_______________________     
 
 
Nancy Smith Lea 
Director 
Toronto Coalition for Active Transportation (TCAT) 
Clean Air Partnership 
75 Elizabeth Street 
Toronto, ON M5G 1P4 
 
Phone: 416-392-0290 
Email: nsmithlea@torontocat.ca 
Website: www.torontocat.ca 


